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(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 

Mark ACHTMAN and Monique MOREAU 

Application No.: 09/142,970 

International Filing Date: April 2, 1999 

For: IGA 1 PROTEASE FRAGMENT AS A 
CARRIER PEPTIDE 



Group Art Unit: 1645 
Examiner: Jennifer E. GRASER 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION AND 
AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.111 

Commissioner of Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In response to the Office Action mailed by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
January 13, 2003 for this application and in accordance with Rule 1 1 1 of the Rules of Practice, 
please enter the following amendments and consider the accompanying remarks. No amendments 
are made here to the specification or figures of this application. Amendments to the claims are 
presented in the Listing of the Claims, beginning on page 3 of this document. Remarks 
accompanying these amendments and responding to the Office Action begin on page 8 of this 
document. 

Applicants also submit herewith a Petition for Extension of Time, requesting that the 
deadline for responding to the outstanding Office Action be extended for a period of three months 
{i.e., fi-om April 13, 2003 up to and including Monday, July 14, 2003) and accompanied by the 
appropriate fee. It is believed that no additional fees are required for this submission. However, 
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should the USPTO determine that any additional fee is required or that any refund is due, please 
charge the required fee(s) and/or credit any refund(s) due to our Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 
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